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Dear Supervisors:

LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
ANNUAL BENEFIT ASSESSMENT — FISCAL YEAR 2015-16 CONTINUATION
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)

(3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

This action is to continue the levy of the annual Los Angeles County Flood Control District benefit
assessment for Fiscal Year 2015-16 at the same rates as were charged for Fiscal Years 1996-97
through 2014-15. This act will provide approximately $110.3 million for flood control purposes.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

1. Find that the adoption of a resolution determining and levying the annual Los Angeles County
Flood Control District benefit assessment for Fiscal Year 2015-16 is exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act for the reasons stated in this letter and in the record of the project.

2. Adopt the resolution determining and levying the annual Los Angeles County Flood Control

District benefit assessment on each parcel of land within the Los Angeles County Flood Control
District for Fiscal Year 2015-16.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of these recommended actions is to find that the adoption of the enclosed resolution is
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and to provide for the continuation of
the Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD) benefit assessment to finance a portion of
the flood control services to be performed in the LACFCD during Fiscal Year 2015-16.


ctalamantes
Patrick Ogawa


The Honorable Board of Supervisors
6/9/2015
Page 2

Continuation of the benefit assessment is necessary to supplement other limited revenues used to
operate and maintain the flood control system, respond to storm threats and flooding emergencies,
provide for construction of a limited number of needed storm drains, remediate seismic deficiencies,
rehabilitate inlet/outlet works at dams, and perform sediment removal from debris basins and
reservoirs. Revenue from the benefit assessment is also used to finance the LACFCD's obligations
to meet requirements under the Federal Clean Water Act and State Porter-Cologne Water Quality
Control Act, including permit requirements under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Permit (MS4 Permit).

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic plan directs the provisions of Operational Effectiveness and Fiscal
Sustainability (Goal 1) by maintaining and operating our flood control facilities, which provides flood
protection to our residents and improves their quality of life within the County of Los Angeles.
Continuing this benefit assessment would provide the necessary funds to continue enhancing and
maintaining our flood control system in a safe and effective operating condition.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

It is essential that the Board continue the annual LACFCD benefit assessment for Fiscal Year 2015-
16, which will provide approximately $110.3 million. If the assessment is not continued, all flood
control services and programs, including the mitigation of flooding problems, operation and
maintenance, emergency response to flood damage, and meeting requirements of the NPDES MS4
Permit, would be severely impacted.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The LACFCD benefit assessment was first levied by the Board for Fiscal Year 1979-80, pursuant to
former Government Code Sections 60400 et seq. (Stats.1979, c. 261, Sec. 1.5). Former
Government Code Sections 60400 et seq. required that the continuation of the assessment be
submitted to the voters for approval within one year. In the November 6, 1979, election, the
electorate approved Proposition A, which authorized the LACFCD to continue to levy such
assessment.

In 1982, former Government Code Sections 60400 et seq. were replaced by the Benefit Assessment
Act of 1982. The Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 authorizes the LACFCD to continue the levy of the
annual benefit assessment.

For every fiscal year, since 1979-80, the Board has approved the continuation of this benefit
assessment. As in previous years, this year's annual benefit assessment is proposed to be placed
on the tax bill to be collected at the same time and in the same manner as the general property
taxes.

As in the past, the recommended Fiscal Year 2015-16 benefit assessment is based on the estimated
stormwater runoff from each parcel. The runoff factors, identified in Table1 (Runoff Factors) of the
enclosed resolution, remain unchanged from the previous year. The runoff factors are based on the
proportionate stormwater runoff from each parcel. The proportionate stormwater runoff is a function
of the impervious area within each parcel.

For purposes of the annual assessment, the LACFCD is divided into four zones. Each of the four



The Honorable Board of Supervisors
6/9/2015
Page 3

zones in Table 2 (Benefit Assessment System Zone Table) of the enclosed resolution is defined by
map book; map book and page; or map book, page, and parcel number. Each zone is shown on
Figure 1 (Zone Map) of the enclosed resolution.

Zones 3 and 4 consist of remote, nonurban lands that receive no flood control services from the
LACFCD, and their runoffs leave the LACFCD area without being handled by any LACFCD facilities.
Therefore, the assessment for the basic unit parcel in these zones is $0, which results in zero benefit
assessment charges in Zones 3 and 4. Zone 2 is located in the northern portion of the LACFCD and
was established in recognition of its unique geographic and hydrologic characteristics. The
assessment rate for the basic unit parcel in Zone 2 is $5.95. Zone 1 is comprised of the remainder
of the LACFCD. The assessment rate for the basic unit parcel in Zone 1 is $28.85. For Fiscal Year
2015-16, it is recommended that the rates for all zones remain the same as the rates for Fiscal Years
1996-97 through 2014-15.

Property owners in Zone 1 can compute their assessments by finding the runoff factor assigned to
the land use of their parcels in Table 1 and by using the following formula:

Assessment = $28.85 x (area of parcel in acres) x (runoff factor for parcel) + 0.0637

In Zone 2, property owners can compute their assessments by finding the runoff factor assigned to
the land use of their parcels in Table 1 and by using the following formula:

Assessment = $5.95 x (area of parcel in acres) x (runoff factor for parcel) + 0.0637
In Zones 3 and 4, as explained above, there will be zero assessment levied.

For example, the assessments for two different one-acre parcels in Zone 1, which are designated
with land use codes of a department store and vacant land, could be calculated by using the relevant
runoff factors of 0.985 and 0.019 from Table 1 and the Zone 1 formula above, which would result in
the assessment values of $446.11 and $8.61, respectively.

An assessment is being levied on all real property situated within the LACFCD area, except for
government property, flood hazard areas, and property located in Zones 3 and 4. In addition to the
information contained in this report, the official records of the Assessor's map books and other
records of the County of Los Angeles are hereby referenced and are hereby incorporated into this
report as if they were fully set forth.

An adopted resolution is required to levy the annual benefit assessment. Ordinance No. 93-0038FC,
adopted on May 4, 1993, amended Chapter 15 of the LACFCD code to provide that the annual
LACFCD benefit assessment shall be levied by resolution adopted by the Board. The enclosed
resolution, approved as to form by County Counsel, has been prepared for your consideration and
adoption.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

Adoption of the enclosed resolution determining and levying the annual LACFCD benefit assessment
for Fiscal Year 2015-16 is for the purpose of meeting operating expenses and, therefore, is exempt
from CEQA pursuant to Section 21080(b)(8) of the Public Resources Code and Section 15273(a)
and (c) of the CEQA Guidelines.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTYS)

If the annual LACFCD benefit assessment is not continued for Fiscal Year 2015-16, the current level
of LACFCD services will be reduced by over 50 percent. These impacted services consist of all flood
control programs, including the mitigation of flooding problems, operation and maintenance,
emergency response to flood damage, and meeting the requirements of the NPDES MS4 Permit.

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter and signed resolution to the Department of Public
Works, Watershed Management Division. Also, please forward one adopted copy of both the letter
and signed resolution to County Counsel and the Auditor-Controller.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER
Director
GF:ARG:sw
Enclosures
c. Auditor-Controller
Chief Executive Office (Rochelle Goff)

County Counsel
Executive Office












The foregoing resolution was adopted on the ll day of (J unl_
2015, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles acting as the governlng
body of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District.

PATRICK OGAWA

Acting Executive Officer of the
Board of Supervisors of the
County of Los Angeles

(T
By

Deputy

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

MARK J. SALADINO
County Counsel
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